
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 14 (part 4)
Revelation 14:9-13 - Announcements 3 & 4

There has already been a call to the earth to repent/fear God (v. 7) and that the failed and evil system of humanity (symbolized 
in Babylon) has fallen. Now the announcement relates to the fact that those that “worship the beast” and receive the beast’s 
mark are under the judgment of God’s wrath (which is going to be described starting in chapter 16).

These announcements are in no uncertain terms. The first announcement of this section (technically the 3rd announcement of the 
chapter) declares the sure punishment on those who worship the beast is not temporary but final and eternal.  They will face 
God’s wrath/anger and be given the death penalty in the presence of God’s divine court (v. 10).  Revelation uses powerful 
descriptors of this punishment so as to remove any thought that those who reject God and worship the beast will get away with 
their crimes or die of old age.

The second message of this section (4th of Revelation 14) is to those who are God’s people. Essentially it says this: “this is not 
the time to give up. This is the time to persevere and keep the commandments and keep your faith in Jesus” (v. 13).

In addition, those who die in the Lord in these days can be comforted that it will not be long till they are at rest.

I think of Paul writing to the church of Philippi where he expressed his internal conflict to stay alive to serve and bless the 
church, but his awareness that if he dies, his next waking moment will be in glory with His God and Savior. But he concludes that 
its better to stay alive for the sake of God’s people and the ministry that remains.

Philippians 1:20-25 (NLT) - For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold 
for Christ, as I have been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. 21 For to 
me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 22 But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I 
really don't know which is better. 23 I'm torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far 
better for me. 24 But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 25 Knowing this, I am convinced that I will 
remain alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and experience the joy of your faith.

At the point we are reading of in the future, described in Revelation 14, there is no such conflict. The work of gospel ministry 
and reaching the lost is over and dying as a faithful follower of Jesus is welcomed.

Side Note: “Smoke of their torment going up forever and ever…no rest day and night…” This is a picture of the effects of the 
judgment, not the duration of the judgment. There are a few reasons that interpreting this as the duration being forever and 
ever is problematic. (1) If sinners or specifically the people who worship and receive the mark of the beast are going to be 
literally tormented forever and ever, they would essentially be granted eternal life to ensure this happens, which we know is a 
gift given only to those who have faith in Christ (Romans 6:23).  (2) It would also require a location reserved in the age to 
come/Kingdom of God that is fully of evil people - and yet we know that the new heaven and earth will be free from evil and 
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righteousness (2 Peter 3:13, etc). (3) The traditional picture of “heaven & hell” as two separate realms of God/bad also includes 
the idea that the devil is the overlord of the bad place.  That’s quite the promotion for the arch enemy of God - to be ruler and 
punisher of the evil people while God rules over the “good people'' in a cloudy, sun-shining place.  The devil is an enemy and 
himself is going to be destroyed and the last enemy, death, is going to be destroyed.

And finally, this phrase “smoke of their torment going up forever and ever”, like so many other elements of Revelation, is a 
reference to previous incidents of judgment on God’s enemies.  Fire and brimstone fell upon and destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.  
Fire and brimstone fell in Egypt.  And in Isaiah’s vision of the destruction of Edom, he records:

Isaiah 34:8-10 (NLT) - For it is the day of the LORD's revenge, the year when Edom will be paid back for all it did to 
Israel. 9 The streams of Edom will be filled with burning pitch, and the ground will be covered with fire. 10 This 
judgment on Edom will never end; the smoke of its burning will rise forever. The land will lie deserted from generation 
to generation. No one will live there anymore.

The point isn’t that there is somewhere on the earth right now where the fires of Sodom or Edom are still burning, the point is the 
judgment and destruction will be so complete that it will be like this forever.  Faithful followers of Jesus will be alive forever 
and rebellious, unrepentant sinners will be dead forever.

Revelation 14:14-20 - The Two Harvests

Two pictures of harvest. Though we don’t see it as well in the English translation, this passage is describing two very different 
harvests.

v. 14-16 - The first is the harvesting of the righteous. (wheat - harvest of the earth)
v. 17-20 - The second is the harvesting of the unrighteous (grapes - harvest of the vine)

We know that the first harvest is wheat for a number of reasons - first it is a crop of the earth/soil and it is ready to be 
harvested/reaped when it is dry.  The word used in 14:15 for “ripe” is ξηραίνω xeraino which means dry.  The word used for 
“ripe” in 14:18, specifically connected to grapes is a totally different Greek word, ἀκμάζω akmazo which means “to be at the 
prime” or ripe.

There are also two teams involved in this harvesting.  The first team, harvesting the wheat, is led by “one like a son of man”, a 
common phrase describing the Messiah. Though an angel announces that it is time to harvest the wheat (v. 15), the one who 
actually does the harvesting of this crop is the son of man. (v. 16 - “then he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle…”)

The second team is composed of two angels: One who has “power over fire” (maybe the fire of the altar? Or similar to the angel 
will be part of the pouring out of the wrath of God in Revelation 16:8?) who announces that it is time to gather the grapes, and 
another angel who comes out of heaven’s temple with a sharp sickle.  They collect the grapes, throw them into a winepress - 
leading to blood, not wine, to pour forth nearly 200 miles long and about 4-5 feet high (the approx. measurement up to a horse’s 
bridle, see v. 20), all happening in the place of judgment, outside of the city.
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“The flow of blood is incredible…(the Greek is 1600 stadia), which is a distance of about 184 miles - the entire length of 
Palestine.  The entire land is pictured as being inundated in blood to a depth of about four feet.  The thought is clear: a 
radical judgment that crushes ever vestige of evil and hostility to the reign of God.” (George Ladd, “A Commentary On The 
Revelation Of John” page 202)

The agrarian picture of reaping is that there has been a process of planting, cultivating, and waiting for the crop to come to 
maturity. Along the way the farmer has dealt with threats to his crop/vineyard and also has waited for the time when the fruit 
is mature and ready to be enjoyed.  Many Scriptural parallels about this (see Joel 3:12-14), but the most important is probably 
Jesus’ own teaching on the parable of the wheat and the tares:

Matthew 13:24-30 - Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. 25 "But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went 
away. 26 "But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. 27 "The slaves of the landowner 
came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?' 28 "And he said to them, 'An 
enemy has done this!' The slaves said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?' 29 "But he said, 'No; for while 
you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and 
in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but 
gather the wheat into my barn."'"

What is the parable describing?

Before we move to Jesus’ spiritual explanation of this parable, it’s 
helpful to know that “tares” are essentially weeds that look very 
similar to wheat as they grow together - hard to distinguish which is 
which - until the wheat plants begin to produce the wheat

Matthew 13:36-39 - Then He left the crowds and went into the 
house. And His disciples came to Him and said, "Explain to us 

the parable of the tares of the field." 37 And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 38 and the 
field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil 
one; 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.

Matthew 13:40-43 - "So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41 
"The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who 
commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 43 "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

Jesus spoke at another time about this harvest/judgment event.  In Matthew 24, a passage we have revisited multiple times in our 
study of Revelation, Jesus describes the general troubles the world is going to see after his ascension as well as the specific 
and heightened trouble that the world and specifically God’s people will experience as we get closer to the return of Jesus.  This 
has parallel the seals being opened (Revelation 6-7) and the trumpets being sounded (Revelation 8-9, 11).  These two periods in 
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history are called “the present, evil age” we currently live in and the “great tribulation” which will occur before Jesus’ 
return.  The Christian is not avoiding these events.  In our reading of Jesus’ teaching and our study of Revelation, Jesus Christ 
has not returned to the earth yet - the resurrection has not occurred…Christians/the church/saints/followers of Jesus are 
going to grow amongst the evil like wheat and tares growing together - until the harvest time.

In fact, the 4th angelic announcement of this chapter is calling the followers of Jesus who will be alive at this period in history 
to persevere by keeping the commandments and their faith in Jesus.  And those that are going to die or be killed in these days are 
comforted that their rest and the accounting for their work is coming (Revelation 14:12-13)  In these days, Jesus promises this:

Matthew 24:29-31 - "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT 
GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 "And then the sign 
of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF 
MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. 

And what will he do?

31 "And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of the sky to the other.

We are all waiting for this day…and only the farmer and the harvester know the time when things are ripe for the harvest.  
But God knows who are His and is faithful to rescue his people in the end and be present and strong today.

Whatever difficulty God’s people will face in the future - babylon corruption and evil, deceiving spirits, pressure to worship the 
beast’s system, and the critical need to avoid and reject the mark of the beast, we need to remember that there will be an end to 
the troubles and that the troubles of this life are not worthy to be compared to the glory to come.  And, with sobriety we must 
remember, that though in this life we will suffer persecution and endure tribulation, as born again children of God who have 
placed their faith in Christ, we are saved from the wrath to come.

If the troubles we have read about startle you, it would be good to buckle up, because we’re turning our attention soon to the 
“wrath of God”, the final judgment that will be poured out upon those who have rejected God & His son.  It will be universal, it 
will be terrible & it will be eternal.  But it is justice being served on a creation that rebelled against their creator and rejected 
His way.  This is not God being temperamental.  Blasphemy!  He has been longssuffering - God has been warning & waiting and 
calling and many have responded (& some still will).  But there is a day when the window for repentance & salvation will close.

Revelation 14 teaches these things by telling us that Harvest time is coming: The wheat will be gathered up and taken into the 
barn - The Day Of Salvation.  The grapes will be gathered and pressed - The Day Of Judgment.  He who has ears let them hear.

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:
His truth is marching on.
Glory, Glory, Hallelujah.
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